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& Roland Barthes’s Theories
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Abstract

Narratology is a subcategory of Structuralism that studies the narrative structure and
narrative elements and the way they form the meanings in literary works and every
narration using two methods of researching the actual narration and the way it was
narrated. Persian classic literature is a prolific source for narratology studies in terms of
using these narrative elements in the content and the way it was narrated. The book
Chahar Maghaleh written by Nezami Arouzi Samarghandi is one of the didactic literary
works of Persian classic literature which consists of four chapters (or Maghalehs) on
being a scholar, poetry, astronomy, and medicine, and the subject in every chapter is
embroidered by relatable anecdotes to reconfirm the main topic and to impress the
readers. By studying it based on structuralism theories we can find out about its value in
terms of narratology and the way that the narrative elements used in this work form the
meanings in every anecdote and chapter. To do so, 42 anecdotes from this book have
been studied and analyzed in this article using descriptive-analytical methods based on
Gerard Genette and Roland Barthes' theories on the narrative. The analysis of data
shows that the narrative elements in Chahar Maghaleh either in the way that they are
narrated (based on Gerard Genette's theory) or in the content (based on Roland Barthes'
theory) are directed toward the didactic aspect of the work and serves the purpose of it.
In this book, the author has been trying to gain the trust of the readers and enrich the
didactic aspect of the text by using different narrators, anachrony, singular frequency,
and variable focalization and avoiding "pause” in duration. Also, the work containing a
great number of cultural codes in comparison to other codes indicates that this work is a
fine source to comprehend scientific, historical, and cultural information related to the
time that the author lived in.

Keywords: Chahar-maghaleh, Narrative, Narratology, Roland Barthes, Gerard Genette.
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