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The influence of religious concepts in the construction of directional metaphors in
Iranian popular culture with an approach to contemporary Persian stories

Sepideh Rahmati Afrapoli

Ph.D. student of Persian Language and Literature, Semnan National University

Abstract

Metaphor forms an important part of speech and verbal communication, and it
enters our lives so naturally that it may not be noticed in the act of
drawing attention. Metaphor in the language of religion is not less than
other 1linguistic forms. Metaphor in language 1s not less than other
linguistic forms. In directional metaphors, a whole system of concepts is
organized with respect to concepts from another system. Directional
metaphors relate concepts to each other by giving spatial form in opposite
directions. In this research, an attempt has been made to analyze and
investigate the influence of religious concepts in the construction of
directional metaphors in Iranian popular culture by approaching
contemporary Persian stories such as the works of Hedayat, Chobak,
Daneshvar and Al-Ahmad. Considering the frequency of the presence of all
kinds of conceptual metaphors in people's verbal and written communication,
it is necessary that this type of language and literature be known more and
better. Fictional works are a wide field for the presence of directional
conceptual metaphors in literature, which express the writers' mentality
and science in using it. The findings of the research show that the Quran
and religious beliefs have many values and moral concepts that have entered
the culture of Persian-speaking Iranians. By combining these religious
concepts with Persian expressions, we can understand the positive and
negative aspects of both; Because these conventional terms are relative in
everything, they can be taken into account 1in understanding abstract
phenomena and everyday communication.
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