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How to generate meaning in the narrative structure of Nasser Khosrow's
travelogue

Parisa Salehi

Abstract

A travelogue is one of the literary styles in which a person who has traveled to other lands writes
what he has seen, heard, experiences, events and feelings about those lands. Since the travelogues are
a collection of related events that are formed in a time chain, it is connected with the narrative. In this
essay, the travelogue is viewed as a narrative.

The informative role of travelogues cannot be denied. Travelogues usually appear objective and
impartial, but each text is presented from the point of view of a narrator, who influences the reader's
inferences and reactions with the way he narrates. Even in the most objectivist narrative texts such as
travelogues, the narrator's special view of the world around him is noticeable; So travelogues cannot
be free of bias because they are influenced by narration.

Nasser Khosrow's travelogue is a report of a seven-year journey. This journey started from Merv
on the 6th of Jumadi al-Thani 437 lunar year and ended on the second Jumadi al-Thani year 444 lunar
year by returning to Balkh.

In his travelogue, Nasser Khosrow uses elements such as the setting, the narrator and the way he
narrates, the point of view, the character, the conflict, time and place to express the central theme, the
implications of which are intensified through narrative images. are In this book, the author has not only
used these story elements, but also literary industries. Narration by the author, like any narration, is
accompanied by judgment and induction of opinion, because every narration necessarily takes place
from a certain point of view.

In this research, by examining the narrative structure of the travelogue, we first discover the different
levels of the text and examine their relationship. Then, by going through the surface of the text, we
find out its hidden layers. In other words, in addition to meaningful surface structures, we find
structures that are deep in the text, because these connections are a hidden structure that produces
meaning.

In the end, in this article, we will show the appearance of meaning through the linguistic forms of
this travelogue to show how this text communicates with its audience.

Keywords: narration, narrator, meaning, Nasser Khosrow's travelogue



